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I. (Currently Amended)Amethodforprocessingaone-to-onerequestfromac^^^^ 
program to multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said method 
comprising: 

transferring said request from ^idcli^program to a multiplexor, 

generating a pluraHly of ^^^^^^of said request using said multiplexor, 

wherein each of said Erotocol instances of said~7equest corresponds to a different instancl 

of said server progratn; 

transferring said protocol instances of said request fiom said multiplexor to said _ 
instances of said server program; ^ 

transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said server program to 
said multiplexor; 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 
transferring said uniform response to said client program. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method m claim 1, further comprising specifying target 
instances of said server program to form a fan out target list, to which said protocol 
instances of said request will be transferred. 



3. (Original) TTie method in claim 1 , wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses. 

4. (Original) The method in claim 3, wherein said operation comprises one of listing 
said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of 
said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said 
responses, and averaging said responses. 

5. (Cunrently Amended) The method in daim I, wherein said multiplexor 
automatically creates said protocol instances of said request. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The method in claim 1 , wherein said client program, $aid 
instances of said server program, and said protocol are not modified by said method. 

7. (Original) The method in claim 1 » wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of proce$sing a request from a cKem program to 
multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said method comprising: 

modifying said request to create multiple instances of said request, each of said 

EEotocol instances of said request corresponding to a single instance of said ser^^ 
program; 

transferring said protocol instances of said request to corresponding ones of said 
instances of said server program; and 

modifying and combining responses to said request from said instances of said 
server program to create a unified response. 

9- (Original) The method in claim 8. wherein a multiplexor alters said request to 
comply with each instance of said server program. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 9, wherein said multiplexor 
automatically creates said protocol instances of said request. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Hie method in claim 8, fiirther comprising specifying target 
instances of said server program to fonn a fen out target Ust, to which said protocol 
instances of said request will be transferred. 

12. (Original) TTie method in claim 8, wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses. 

13. (Original) The method in claim 12, wherein said operation comprises one of 
listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 



PAGE 4I12'RCVDAT3/12I20049:38:3S AM [Eastern Standard Time]'SVR:USPTO-EFXI^-110'DNIS:^ 



* DURATION (min-s$):03-24 



03/11/2804 21:35 3012618825 MCGINN & GIBB PLLC PAGE 05 

AM9990158 

subset of said responses, identifying a maximxan of said responses, identifying a 
niimmum of said responses, and averaging said responses- 

14. (Previously Presented) The method in claim 8, wherein said client program, said 
instances of said server program, and said protocol are not modified by said method. 

15. (Original) The method in claim 8. wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of using a computer program to process a one-to- 
one request firom a cbeiit program to multiple instances of a server program over a 
protocol, said method comprising; 

using said computer program to transfer said request from said client program to a 
multiplexor; 

using said computer program to generate a plurality of jBrotocol instances of said 
request using said multiplexor, wherein each of said protocol instances of said request 
corresponds to a different instance of said server program; 

using said computer program to transfer said protocol instances of said request 
from said multiplexor to said instances of said server program; 

using said computer program to transfer a plurality of responses from said 
instances of said server program to said multiplexor; 

using said computer program to convert said responses to a uniform response; and 

using said computer program to transfer said uniform response to said client 
prograuL 

1 7. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, further comprising using said computer 
program to specify target instances of said server progiam to form a fen out target list, to 
which said request will be transferred. 
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18. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said ushig said con^uter program to 
convert comprises using said computer program to select an operation to combine said 
responses. 

19. (Original) The method in claim 1 8, wherein said operation comprises one of 
Usting said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said multiplexor 
automatically creates said protocol instances of said request. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method in claim 16, wherein said client program, said 
instances of said server program, and said protocol are not modified by said computer 
program. 

22. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

23. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for 

processing a one-to-one request from a client program to multiple instances of a server 
program over a protocol, said method comprising: 

transferring said request from said client program to a multiplexor, 

generating a pluraUty of Erotocol instances of said request using said multiplexor, 

wherein each of said protocol instances of said request corresponds to a different instance 

of said server program; 

transferring said protocol instances of said request from said multiplexor to said 
instances of said server program; 

transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said server progiam to 
said multiplexor; 
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converting said responses to a unifoim response; and 
transferring said uniform response to said client program. 

24. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, jfurther comprising 
specifying target instances of said server program to form a fen out target list, to which 
said protocol instances of said request will be transferred. 

25. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said converting 
comprises selecting an operation to combine said responses. 

26. (Original) The program storage device in claim 25, wherein said operation 
comprises one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said 

responses, preparing a subset of said responses, identiJfying a maximum of said responses, 
identifying a minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

27. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, whearein said 
multiplexor automatically creates said protocol instances of said request. 

2S. (Previously Presented) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said 
client program, said instances of said server program, and said protocol are not modified 
by said method. 

29. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said unified response 
has an instance corresponding to said client program. 



la 



30. (Currently Amended) A multiplexor for processing a one-to-one request from i 
client program to multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said multiplexor 
comprising: 

a converter for generating a plurality of protocol instances of said request, 
wherein each of said protocol instances of said request corresponds to a different instance 
of said server program; 
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and 

a response combiner for converting said responses to a unifonn response. 

3 1 . (Original) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said response combiner selects s 
operation to combine said responses. 

32. (Original) The multiplexor in claim 31, wherein said operation comprises one of 
listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identL^ng a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

33. (Currently Amended) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said converter 
automatically creates said protocol instances of said request upon receipt of said request 

34. (Previously Presented) The multiplexor in claim 30, whecda said chent program, 
said instances of said server program, and said protocol are not modified by said 
multiplexor. 

35. (Original) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said unified response has an 
instance corresponding to said client program. 
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